
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (or a hymn) After the Lord was baptised, the heavens were opened, 
and the Spirit descended upon him like a dove, and the voice of the Father thundered: This is 
my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 103)
ANTIPHON: Oh, bless the Lord, my soul!
RESPONSE: Oh, bless the Lord, my soul!
LECTOR: Lord God, how great you are, clothed in majesty and glory, wrapped in light as in a 
robe! You stretch out the heavens like a tent. R.
LECTOR: Above the rains you build your dwelling. You make the clouds your chariot, you 
walk on the wings of the wind, you make the winds your messengers and flashing fire your 
servants. R.
LECTOR: How many are your works, O Lord! In wisdom you have made them all. The earth is 
full of your riches. There is the sea, vast and wide, with its moving swarms past counting, living 
things great and small. R.
LECTOR: All of these look to you to give them their food in due season. You give it, they gather 
it up: you open your hand, they have their fill. R.
LECTOR: You take back your spirit, they die, returning to the dust from which they came. You 
send forth your spirit, they are created; and you renew the face of the earth. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia, alleluia! John said: He who is to come is mightier than I; he 
will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. Alleluia!

COMMUNION ANTIPHON (or a hymn) Behold the One of whom John said: I have seen and 
testified that this is the Son of God.

TODAY’S READINGS Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11; Titus 2:11-14, 3:4-7; Luke 3:15-16, 21-22

NEXT WEEK (2nd Sunday of Year C) Isaiah 62:1-5; Psalm 95; 1 Corinthians 12:4-11; John 2:1-
11
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Ten for $10
Pamphlets on Sale

Choose from one of these categories to receive a mix of 
pamphlets on your chosen topic. The topics are Family 
Saints Prayer General. It’s great value with pamphlets valued
at up to $50 selling for just $10, including postage. While 
stocks last. Offer ends January 30 2022.  

Details at www.majellan.media/product/10-for-10
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Inspired by the 
baptism of fire

9 January 2022  Baptism of the Lord, Year C
   Today marks a turning point in the liturgical 
year when we move out of the Christmas 
festive season into Ordinary Time. 
We mark that turning point with the gospel 
account of a major turning point in Jesus’ 
life and in salvation history. It comes with 
the Baptism of Our Lord. For Jesus, his 
baptism marks the beginning of his public 
ministry. 
   For salvation history, his baptism heralds 
the coming of a new age, a new era. Gone 
now is the era of the Old Testament, when 
the people of Israel, guided by the Law and 
the prophets, waited with great hope and 
expectation for the coming of the Messiah 
and the liberation that he would bring. He 
was come now.
   Jesus, however, wasn’t the saviour they 
were expecting. For a while, John the Baptist 
looked like the one. But John had no doubts. 
He recognised Jesus as the Lamb of God, 
and proclaimed that “He (Jesus) will baptise 
you with the Holy Spirit and fire.”
Jesus’ baptism culminates with the 
appearance of the Holy Spirit, descending 
on Jesus “in bodily shape, like a dove” and a 
voice from heaven proclaiming: “You are my 
Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on you.”
   The references to the Holy Spirit remind 
us of two other significant moments in 
salvation history. Firstly, in the story of 
creation in Genesis 1, the Holy Spirit hovered 
of the earth when it was formless void and 
shrouded in darkness, and heaven and earth 

were then completed with all their vast array.
Secondly, in the story of Noah and the Flood 
(Genesis 6-9), it is a dove which brings the 
good news of the end of the Flood, a new 
start, a new creation. This then is to say that 
to be baptised with the Holy Spirit is to make 
a new start, to be renewed and re-created. It 
means a major turning point in our lives.
   But John the Baptist proclaims that the 
baptism which Jesus brings is not only with 
the Holy Spirit but with fire. This reference to 
fire reminds us of the tongues of flame that 
descended on the apostles at Pentecost and 
that inspired them to go forth fearlessly and 
preach the gospel to the whole world.
So too does the fire of baptism inspire and 
urge us. Know too, however, that the fire will 
also divide us, exposing the division between 
those who accept and those who reject the 
offer of salvation and the demands of the 
Kingdom.
   The gospel account of the baptism of Jesus 
reminds us of our own baptism when we 
were made into sons and daughters of God, 
filled with the Holy Spirit, and commissioned 
to spread the good news of Jesus’ coming 
and the gift of God’s grace in the world. Let 
us give thanks and take heed from Titus who 
urges us in today’s first reading to give up 
everything that does not lead to God and have 
no ambition but to do good.
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