
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (or a hymn) Like newborn infants, you must long for the pure, spiritual 
milk, that in him you may grow to salvation, alleluia.

Or 

Receive the joy of your glory, giving thanks to God, who has called you into the heavenly 
kingdom, alleluia.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 117)
ANTIPHON: Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his love is everlasting.
RESPONSE: Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his love is everlasting.

LECTOR: Let the sons of Israel say: ‘His love has no end.’ Let the sons of Aaron say: ‘His love 
has no end.’ Let those who fear the Lord say: ‘His love has no end.’ R.
LECTOR: The Lord’s right hand has triumphed; his right hand raised me up. I shall not die, I 
shall live and recount his deeds. I was punished, I was punished by the Lord, but not doomed 
to die. R.
LECTOR: The stone which the builders rejected has become the corner stone. This is the work of 
the Lord, a marvel in our eyes. This day was made by the Lord; we rejoice and are glad. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia, alleluia! You believe in me, Thomas, because you have seen 
me; happy are those who have not seen me, but still believe! Alleluia!

COMMUNION ANTIPHON (or a hymn) Bring your hand and feel the place of the nails, and do 
not be unbelieving but believing, alleluia.

TODAY’S READINGS Acts 4:32-35; 1 John 5:1-6; John 20:19-31

NEXT WEEK (3rd Sunday of Easter, Year B) Acts 3:13-15, 17-19; Psalm 4; 1 John 2:1-5; Luke 
24:35-4831-34; Mark 9:2-10
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           Prayer is Life
New podcasts about prayer are 
being released each week by 
Majellan Media. Prayer is Life is 
aimed at giving people a better 
understanding about prayer. The 
podcasts are led by Redemptorist 
priest David Hore CSsR. The new 
series coincides with the start 
of a Year of Prayer announced 
by Pope Francis. For details and 
to listen go to: https://majellan.
media/prayer-is-life-podcast/

NewMajellan 
Podcasts on 
Prayer

Communities 
of love and 
faith

7 April 2024    2nd Sunday Easter Year B   L’Arche is an international federation of 
communities where people with and without 
an intellectual disability share life and build 
community together. L’Arche, a French word for 
‘the Ark’, seeks to create homes rooted in the 
Christian gospel but open to all, where people 
live a simple life of work, care, prayer and 
celebration.
   L’Arche was founded by Jean Vanier 60 years 
ago (August 1964), in the small northern French 
village of Trosly-Breuil.  He welcomed two men 
with intellectual disabilities who were living 
nearby in a large institution. From these humble 
and simple beginnings, L’Arche has grown into 
more than 150 communities present in 37 
countries.
   In a world too often divided and broken, L’Arche 
communities seek to be a sign of reconciliation 
and welcome, hope and peace, openness and 
support. L’Arche communities recognise and 
respect the fundamental dignity of every human 
person, loved and cherished by God.  
   The first reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
gives us a picture of how the first Christians 
lived in community.  
   Firstly, the community was faithful to prayer 
and worship. The celebration of the Eucharist 
was at the heart of their life, uniting them in 
worship and service. Secondly, the community 
was a place of love, care and nurture. In an 
atmosphere of welcome and inclusion, people 
were able to grow, and respond to God’s 
presence and action in their lives.  
   Thirdly, the community had a deep sense of 

sharing, especially with those who had little. 
There was no amassing resources or property 
for exclusive personal use. The community lived 
simply and without extravagance. 
   A parish is a good example of a Christian 
community. Drawn together around the table 
of the Lord, people of every nation, culture and 
language, gather to support and sustain each 
other in faith, hope and love. As one people we 
worship, pray, give thanks and partake in the 
bread of life and the cup of salvation. Nurtured 
and nourished, we are sent to bring Christ to the 
world and to live a life of service.
   Within the life of a parish, other, smaller 
communities (groups) of witness, sharing and 
togetherness also exist. For example: liturgy 
and music, social justice, bereavement and 
hospitality, St Vincent de Paul Society, parish 
council and many others.  
   We’re not created to be alone. We created 
to “be with” other people in a spirit of love and 
support, valuing the unique gifts of each person, 
striving together to deepen and strengthen 
our relationship with God and with the world. 
Thomas was absent from his community when 
Jesus came and stood among the disciples. 
He struggled with his doubt alone. Only when 
he rejoined his community and encountered 
the Risen Christ, was he able to make his 
profession of faith – “My Lord and my God!”
   Today, let’s celebrate our faith community as 
an essential part of our Christian life.
   David J Hore CSsR
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