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We prom/

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (or a hymn) O sing a new song to the Lord, for he has worked
wonders; in the sight of the nations he has shown his deliverance, alleluia.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 32)

ANTIPHON: Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you.

Or

Alleluia.

RESPONSE: Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you.

LECTOR: Ring out your joy to the Lord, O you just; for praise is fitting for loyal hearts. Give
thanks to the Lord upon the harp, with a ten-stringed lute sing him songs. R.

LECTOR: For the word of the Lord is faithful and all his works to be trusted. The Lord loves
justice and right and fills the earth with his love. R.

LECTOR: The Lord looks on those who revere him, on those who hope in his love, to rescue their
souls from death, to keep them alive in famine. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia, alleluial | am the way, the truth, and the life, says the Lord;
no one comes to the Father, except through me. Alleluial

COMMUNION ANTIPHON (or a hymn) | am the true vine and you are the branches, says the
Lord. Whoever remains in me, and | in him, bears fruit in plenty, alleluia.

TODAY'S READINGS Acts 6:1-7; 1 Peter 2:4-9; John 14:1-12

NEXT WEEK (6th Sunday of Easter, Year A) Acts 8:5-8, 14-17; Ps 65; 1 Peter 3:15-18; John
14:15-21
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Don't

stumble but
believe

What's all this about living stones and
stumbling stones and cornerstones in the
second reading (from the First Letter of St
Peter)? Let's take a deep dive.

The entire passage takes up some deep
themes in the Old Testament prophet, Isaiah.
There's hardly a word of St Peter in these few
verses that is not echoing him. (Even Psalm
118, which he quotes in the business about the
cornerstone, is spliced with a line from Isaiah
8.) So, we need to ponder Isaiah, especially
chapters 24 and 8, where the key quotations
come from.

The prophet’s writing in the 700's BC, a time of
great stress for God's people. Isaiah’s message
is about the impending destruction of much of
Israel through the empire of Assyria. The “flood”
of destruction will rise "to the neck,” leaving
Jerusalem standing among the ruins. In the
midst of it, God, he says, is laying a stone in
Zion—he's going to rebuild out of this diminished
remnant that's left; he's going to reboot the
covenant, restart the plan to make Israel the
epicenter of his conquest of evil, reunification
of humanity, defeat of death, and renewal of all
things, thereby accomplishing his original, deep
purpose for creation.

St Peter sees Isaiah’'s word as a pattern
for his own writing to the churches in Asia
Minor. He says that this reboot is finally being
accomplished by Jesus (the cornerstone)
through the Church (the spiritual house, holy
priesthood, chosen race...). But the real shock
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is how Isaiah and St. Peter say it is realised: by
suffering, trial, temptation, defeat, by fidelity
through the worst of it. The rejected stone
becomes the cornerstone. That's the Jesus way
that Isaiah anticipated. Don't stumble over it, he
warns, but believe.

Like Jesus, the apostles ate, drank, and
breathed the Old Testament. Isaiah, the Psalms,
Genesis, Exodus, and so on shaped their
imaginations, hopes, fears, and intentions so
deeply that the divine word became inseparable
from their outlook, words, and actions. In this
way they forged their creases in the world in
concert with God's deep purposes.

The task St Peter gives us in this letter is to
keep faith, to run along these apostolic creases,
making them the track down which our lives
run. In this way we are built up together into that
spiritual house as the living stones he's talking
about. Meditating on his words (and digging
down into their Old Testament roots) will give us
a much deeper awareness of what is at stake in
our faith, what it is we are hoping for, and how
to understand the trials and temptations always
threatening to derail our path.

Fidelity to that hope despite its apparent
failure—perceiving it, through God's faithfulness,
as strangely and wonderfully the first moment
of victory—is what he means in this passage by
faith.
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