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WNe Respam/

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (or a hymn) Save us, O Lord our God! And gather us from the nations,

to give thanks to your holy name, and make it our glory to praise you.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 94)
ANTIPHON: If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.
RESPONSE: If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.

LECTOR: Come, ring out our joy to the Lord; hail the rock who saves us. Let us come before
him, giving thanks, with songs let us hail the Lord. R.

LECTOR: Come in; let us kneel and bend low; let us kneel before the God who made us for he
is our God and we the people who belong to his pasture, the flock that is led by his hand. R.

LECTOR: O that today you would listen to his voice! “Harden not your hearts as at Meribah, as
on that day at Massah in the desert when your fathers put me to the test; when they tried me,
though they saw my work." R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia, alleluia! A people in darkness have seen a great light: a
radiant dawn shines on those lost in death. Alleluia!

COMMUNION ANTIPHON (or a hymn) Let your face shine on your servant. Save me in your
merciful love. O Lord, let me never be put to shame, for | call on you.

Or

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven. Blessed are the meek, for
they shall possess the land.

TODAY'S READINGS Deuteronomy 18:15-20; 1 Corinthians 7:32-35; Mark 1: 21-28

NEXT WEEK (5th Sunday, Year B) Job 7: 1-4, 6-7; 1; Psalm 146; 1 Corinthians 9:16-19, 22-23;
Mark 1:29-39
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A new way of
teaching

In today's gospel, the Evangelist Mark, from
whose gospel we will take the Gospel readings
this year (Year B), tells us about the very
beginning of Jesus’ public ministry. Last week,
we learnt of Jesus choosing his disciples.
This week, Mark describes Jesus' first public
action. In important ways, this portrayal of
Jesus here at the outset of his public life
encapsulates the key elements of Jesus'
person and ministry that inform Mark’s whole
gospel.

In this brief passage we learn two vital
things about Jesus: he teaches with authority
and he has power over evil.

In the first few verses, Jesus goes to the
synagogue in Capernaum. He is, after all, a
faithful Jew. It is the sabbath. And there he
begins to teach. To the utter amazement of
those in the synagogue - for no one knows
Jesus, has heard of him or where he's from -
he teaches with extraordinary authority.

But this puzzling thing is then followed by
another astonishing thing: an exorcism, when
Jesus commands and rebukes an unclean
spirit to come out of an afflicted man; here too
he demonstrates extraordinary authority. Even
a demonic spirit obeys him.

In this way, Mark describes that, in his very
first public appearance, Jesus teaches

with authority and performs an exorcism

with similar authority. The people perceive
something radically new here, and there is
something compelling about the congruence
of Jesus' teaching and his actions. They
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exclaim: “What is this? A new teaching—with
authority!”

It is interesting to note that it is the unclean
spirit - not the synagogue goers - who actually
recognizes Jesus and calls him by his name:
"Jesus of Nazareth . . . | know who you are,
the Holy One of God." Notice too that the
synagogue goers exclaim “What is this?" not
“Who is this?" At the end of this gospel, the
centurion will exclaim the truth Mark wants us
to understand: “Truly this man was the Son of
God”

So Jesus not only teaches with authority (and
his listeners were clearly used to teachers who
teach without authority), but what he teaches
in word and in action is very clearly a NEW
teaching! His teaching is the good news of the
coming of the Kingdom,; his actions enact the
good news he proclaims, demonstrating his
power and authority.

As we go through this liturgical year, our
readings from Mark's gospel will highlight these
essential characteristics of Jesus’ person and
ministry: Jesus as teacher, who teaches with
authority and whose teaching is the truth; and
Jesus as victorious over the forces of evil and
darkness, even death.

He is indeed the Holy One of God. Let us
place our faith and trust in him, listen to him,
and follow him. He doesn't promise that it will
be easy, but he does promise that he is the
Way, the Truth and the Life.
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