
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (or a hymn) The Lord became my protector. He brought me out to a 
place of freedom; he saved me because he delighted in me.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 91)
ANTIPHON: Lord, it is good to give thanks to you.
RESPONSE: Lord, it is good to give thanks to you.
LECTOR: It is good to give thanks to the Lord to make music to your name, O Most High, to 
proclaim your love in the morning and your truth in the watches of the night. R.
LECTOR: The just will flourish like the palm-tree and grow like a Lebanon cedar. R.
LECTOR: Planted in the house of the Lord they will flourish in the courts of our God, still bearing 
fruit when they are old, still full of sap, still green, to proclaim that the Lord is just. In him, my 
rock, there is no wrong. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia, alleluia! Shine on the world like bright stars; you are offering 
it the word of life. Alleluia!

COMMUNION ANTIPHON (or a hymn) I will sing to the Lord who has been bountiful with me, 
sing psalms to the name of the Lord Most High.

Or 

Behold, I am with you always, even to the end of the age, says the Lord.

TODAY’S READINGS Sir 27: 4-7; 1 Cor 15: 54-58; Luke 6:39-45.

NEXT WEEK (1st Sunday of Lent Year C) Dt 26: 4-10; Ps 90; Rom 10; 8-13; Luke 4:1-13.
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It’s in the family we learn the skills of living together.
We first learn that we are loved, understood, wanted
and cared for, and in most cases it’s in the family we are
formed to be who we are. However, our biggest hurts,
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Blind to our 
own prejudice
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  Jesus confronts a very human reality, 
namely, the tendency to notice the failings 
of others while being blind to our own: “Why 
do you observe the splinter in your brother’s 
eye and never notice the plank in your own?” 
The solution is also clearly stated by Jesus: 
“Take the plank out of your own eye first, and 
then you will see clearly enough to take out 
the splinter in your brother’s eye!”
   This is related to what is sometimes 
called the “scapegoat syndrome”, that is the 
even more insidious way humans place all 
responsibility for the world’s ills onto others 
without taking any personal responsibility. 
On a global scale this is expressed in terms 
of racism whether directed to Jews, Arabs, 
Muslims, Africans, Asians, Indigenous 
people or others. The anti-Semitic attitudes 
of Nazis (and neo-Nazis) is a particular 
case in point resulting, as we know, with the 
extermination of millions of Jews. 
   The scapegoat syndrome is also alive and 
well in the theatre of Australian politics: it 
is always the ‘other’ political party rather 
than one’s own that is attempting to destroy 
the Australian economy, ignore people’s 
real needs and, if in government, will surely 
destroy our entire Australian way-of-life! 
   The scapegoating technique also works 
well in families, offices and market-place 
– just about anywhere human beings find 
themselves! When things go wrong, how 
quick we can be to name the ‘other’, the 
culprit rather than admit our own actions, 
attitudes and behaviours might have 

something to do with the negative state of 
affairs. This is not to deny the reality that, 
sometimes, other people are to blame. But 
today Jesus is having us focus on the many 
more times we judge others while being blind 
to our own failings.
   Significant among Jesus’ miracles is the 
healing of blindness. Mark’s account of Jesus’ 
curing the blind man at Bethsaida is revealing 
in the way the process takes time. At first, 
the blind man sees, but only partially: “I see 
men walking around like trees.” It is only when 
Jesus touches his eyes again that the man 
sees everything clearly [Mark 8: 22-26]. Curing 
spiritual blindness is also a process that 
takes time, effort and God’s grace.
   Yet, as with any disease, we must recognise 
the condition and want to be healed. Too 
many Australians still refuse to admit our 
political policies and human attitudes 
to migrants and refugees are, in part, 
scapegoating mechanisms. We also have 
to reckon with our history which advocated 
a “White Australia Policy” and treated our 
Indigenous peoples so poorly. We must stop 
the blame-game if we are to move towards 
genuine reconciliation and human goodness.
   Jesus’ other statement about the sound tree 
producing good fruit, and the rotten tree bad 
fruit, is compelling. We are called to ongoing 
conversion if we are to be cured of our own 
blindness and open our hearts to people who 
are ‘other’ and ‘different’ to ourselves.
   Gerard Hall SM 
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