
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (or a hymn) All the earth shall bow down before you, O God, and shall 
sing to you, shall sing to your name, O Most High!

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 39)
ANTIPHON: Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will.
RESPONSE: Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will.
LECTOR: I waited, I waited for the Lord and he stooped down to me; he heard my cry. He put a 
new song into my mouth, praise of our God.  R.
LECTOR: You do not ask for sacrifice and offerings, but an open ear. You do not ask for 
holocaust and victim. Instead, here am I. R.
LECTOR: In the scroll of the book it stands written that I should do your will. My God, I delight in 
your law in the depth of my heart. R.
LECTOR: Your justice I have proclaimed in the great assembly. My lips I have not sealed; you 
know it, O Lord.  R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia, alleluia! We have found the Messiah: Jesus Christ, who 
brings us truth and grace. Alleluia!

COMMUNION ANTIPHON (or a hymn) You have prepared a table before me, and how precious 
is the chalice that quenches my thirst.

Or

We have come to know and to believe in the love that God has for us.

TODAY’S READINGS 1 Samuel 3:3-10.19; 1 Cor 6:13-15,17-20; John 1:35-42

NEXT WEEK (3rd Sunday, Year B) Jonah 3:1-5. 10; Ps 24; 1 Cor 7:29-31; Mark 1:14-20

Jon 3:1-5. 10
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Listening to 
the Lord

14 January 2024 2nd Sunday Year B  What are we looking for? What is it we 
want? They’re good questions to ask 
ourselves occasionally, or indeed, have put 
to us. It’s what Jesus asks Andrew and 
his friend in the gospel. They respond with 
another question: ‘where do you live?’ 
  It seems they want to learn from him, but 
implicit in their question are other questions 
like, who are you and what are you on about, 
and where do you abide? Jesus responds 
saying, ‘come and see’. They’re pretty much 
the first words spoken by Jesus in John’s 
gospel and it’s an invitation: we’re invited to 
do the same. 
   We might invite those looking for some 
meaning in their lives to come and see us. 
Come and see how we relate to one another 
and welcome newcomers into our church.    
Are we able to see him in how we relate to 
one another? Does Jesus abide with us, 
because this is his promise, if only we are 
open to it. 
   The next day Andrew goes to tell his bother 
Simon that he has met the Messiah. The day 
before he had addressed Jesus as Rabbi, 
now he unexpectedly discovers the truth in 
what John the Baptist has said, that Jesus 
is the anointed one, the one on whom the 
Spirit rests. It’s not Peter who calls Jesus 
the Messiah but Andrew. He’s the one who 
brings people to Jesus; he has the gift of 
inviting us to come and see. Indeed, the only 
time he’s mentioned in the gospels is in the 

company of others. We might recognise him 
in the life of the parish. 
   Then, when Andrew brings Simon to Jesus 
he gives him a new name! It indicates a real 
change in his life, a new relationship with 
God, a new purpose. However, the ‘rock’ 
doesn’t emerge till much later because he’s 
as impetuous as ever throughout the gospels, 
but Jesus sees in him a steadfastness, 
and similarly, in each one of us. It’s the 
transforming power of God at work in our 
lives. 
   In the first reading the Lord comes to the 
young Samuel who, aided by Eli, is enabled 
to hear him and take to heart his word. He 
doesn’t dismiss what he hears, but listens 
to the Lord. Like Jesus, he is the one who 
listens. As ever, it’s the Lord who takes the 
initiative in coming to us and we have only 
to respond to his call, wherever we hear it, 
however unexpectedly. 
   Finally, in the second reading, Paul lays 
great store by the body. Our bodies matter 
to him. Indeed, they’re the temple of the 
Holy Spirit he says, for where else could we 
experience the Spirit but, in the body, which 
means not just our own bodies but together in 
the Church, the body of Christ, we are enabled 
to do the will of the Lord and, in doing so, to 
follow him and abide with him. In this is our 
promise of glory.
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