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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (or a hymn) Proclaim a joyful sound and let it be heard; proclaim to
the ends of the earth: The Lord has freed his people, alleluia.

Or Alleluia.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 65)
ANTIPHON: Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.
RESPONSE: Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.

LECTOR: Cry out with joy to God all the earth, O sing to the glory of his name. O render him
glorious praise. Say to God: “How tremendous your deeds!” R.

LECTOR: “Before you all the earth shall bow; shall sing to you, sing to your name!” Come and
see the works of God, tremendous his deeds among men. R.

LECTOR: He turned the sea into dry land, they passed through the river dry-shod. Let our joy then
be in him; he rules for ever by his might. R.

LECTOR: Come and hear, all who fear God. | will tell what he did for my soul: Blessed be God who
did not reject my prayer nor withhold his love from me. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia, alleluia! All who love me will keep my words, and my Father
will love them and we will come to them. Alleluia!

Or

Alleluia, alleluia! The Lord said: | will not leave you orphans. | will come back to you, and your
hearts will rejoice. Alleluia

COMMUNION ANTIPHON (or a hymn) If you love me, keep my commandments, says the Lord,
and | will ask the Father and he will send you another Paraclete, to abide with you for ever,
alleluia.

TODAY'S READINGS Acts 8:5-8, 14-17; 1 Peter 3:15-18; John 14:15-21
NEXT WEEK (Ascension of the Lord, Year A) Acts 1:1-11; Ps 46; Eph 1:17-23; Mt 28:16-20

Sacramental Books
Whether preparing for Baptism,
Confession, Communion,
Confirmation, or a Catholic
Wedding, Majellan Media has
the books at a great price
that provide a comprehensive
foundation, setting the stage for
a deeper understanding of these
sacraments. Details at: majellan.
media/sacramentalbooks-list/
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The Spirit, an

advocate for
our faith

This week's readings prepare us for
Ascension Sunday next week, as they
instruct Christians on how to live in the
world while we wait for Christ's return.
Although Jesus' defeat of death has forever
transformed what it means to be human, we
live in this waiting period where salvation
has already been won for us but is not yet
fulfilled.

Jesus comforts all Christians by promising
us that, although we cannot see him face
to face, we will know that "I am in my
Father, and you are in me and | in you." And
in today’s readings, we see that Jesus will
fulfil this promise by sending the Holy Spirit.
The coming of the Holy Spirit inaugurates
anew way of living for Christians that Paul
elsewhere describes as the 'new life in the
Spirit'.

The first reading reveals the joy that this
new way of living can bring. Reading from
Acts, we see the power of the Holy Spirit
setting the people of Samaria free from
suffering and disease and coming to dwell
with them permanently.

And as Peter tells us in the second reading,
the new life in the Spirit continues even
through trials when we need to persevere
in our faith. When proclaiming Christ is
received with rejection rather than joy, the
Holy Spirit is still just as present as ever.
Indeed, the Holy Spirit will help us respond to
the world with “gentleness and reverence.”
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The coming of the Holy Spirit is Jesus’
promise to all of us who have faith in him.
The word that Jesus uses here for the Holy
Spirit, paraclete (in Greek), means advocate,
defender or consoler and is often used to
describe a helper or witness in a court of law.
Just as Peter tells his readers to be ready for
whenever they are called to make a defence
for themselves, Jesus promises a defender
who will always be with them.

The Holy Spirit is an advocate and witness
for our faith. The Holy Spirit also testifies to
Christ's saving work in our lives, including
times of doubts, trials and shortcomings. In a
world that sometimes seems devoid of God's
presence and action, the Holy Spirit dwells
within us to help us “sanctify Christ as Lord in
your hearts.” The Holy Spirit also provides the
grace to help us trust and persevere when it
is difficult to keep his commandments. And,
when we listen, we are reminded that our new
life with God is better than anything the world
can offer us.

When the world rejects Christ and his good
news, we have the Holy Spirit to help us
follow Christ, loving as he loved, suffering as
he suffered, and living in unity with the Father
as he has made possible. And when we do
this, God himself, in the fully divine person of
the Holy Spirit, advocates for us, defends us
and comforts us.
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