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VIGIL MASS

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (or a hymn) The love of God has been poured into our hearts through
the Spirit of God dwelling within us, alleluia.

RESPONSE Lord, send out your Spirit and renew the face of the earth.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia, alleluia! Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and
kindle in them the fire of your love. Alleluia!

COMMUNION ANTIPHON (or a hymn) On the last day of the festival, Jesus stood and cried
out: If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink, alleluia.

VIGIL READINGS Genesis 11: 1-9; Romans 8:22-27; John 7: 37-39

MASS DURING THE DAY
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (or a hymn) The Spirit of the Lord has filled the whole world
and that which contains all things understands what is said, alleluia. (Or)

The love of God has been poured into our hearts through the Spirit of God dwelling within us,
alleluia.

RESPONSE Lord, send out your Spirit and renew the face of the earth.

SEQUENCE
If thou take thy grace away,
Nothing pure in man will stay;
All his good is turned toiill.

Holy Spirit, Lord of light,
From the clear celestial height
Thy pure beaming radiance give.

Come, thou Father of the poor,
Come with treasures which endure;
Come, thou light of all that live!

Heal our wounds, our strength renew;
On our dryness pour thy dew;
Wash the stains of guilt away:

Thou, of all consolers best,
Thou, the soul’s delightful guest,
Dost refreshing peace bestow;

Bend the stubborn heart and will;
Melt the frozen, warm the chill;
Guide the steps that go astray.

Thou, on us who evermore
Thee confess and thee adore,
With thy sevenfold gifts descend:

Thou in toil art comfort sweet;
Pleasant coolness in the heat;
Solace in the midst of woe.

Give us comfort when we die;
Give us life with thee on high;
Give us joys that never end.

Light immortal, light divine,
Visit thou these hearts of thine,
And our inmost being fill:

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia, alleluia! Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and
kindle in them the fire of your love. Alleluia.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON (or a hymn) They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke of the
marvels of God, alleluia.

TODAY'S READINGS Acts 2: 1-11; Galatians 5: 16-25; John 15: 26-27,16: 12-15
NEXT WEEK (Trinity Sunday, Year B) Deuteronomy 4: 32-34, 39-40; Psalm 32; Romans 8: 14-17; Matthew 28: 16-20
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The Holy Spirit
works through
us

At the centre of Christian faith is the great
paradox: there is only ONE God; yet God is
THREE [Father, Son and Spirit"]. We know this
because of the witness of Jesus' own life and
the gift of the Holy Spirit that Jesus’ promises
his disciples.

Pentecost is the celebration of that promise
when the disciples, “filled with the Holy Spirit”,
have their lives upturned, transforming them into
evangelists and missionaries. This is the day
the Church begins its missionary outreach to
proclaim the "marvels of God” to all the world.

In Acts of the Apostles, Luke strains to
explain this experience of the Holy Spirit in
words. Rather, he gives us images of a mighty
wind, tongues of fire, and disciples speaking in
multiple languages! However else we imagine
this it is, in the words of a 5th century Syrian
monk Pseudo-Dionysius, a mystical experience.
This same monk gives us the image of the
trinitarian “dancing God” of dynamic light,
dazzling darkness, gift, excess, silence and
transcendence bringing humanity and creation
into being to display the divine glory.

We cannot speak of the Holy Spirit as
independent of Father and Son; nor should we
speak of any ‘person’ of the Trinity in isolation. A
12th century monk, Richard of St Victor, speaks
of the triune God as a loving wave originating in
the Father, ebbing and flowing in the Son, then
spread with joy through the Holy Spirit. Richard’s
teacher and fellow-monk, Hugh of St Victor,
speaks of the “three eyes of knowing": bodily
sensation; rational thought; spiritual awakening.
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It is this third form of knowing — whether
we call it mystical awareness or spiritual
awakening - that is the gift of the Spirit.

Too often our culture dismisses the “spirit
world” as a place of magic and sorcery. This is
a danger if we isolate spiritual knowledge and
mystical awareness from the loving embrace
of Father, Son and Spirit. Our Christian vocation
is to be “Spirit-filled” people who rely not on our
own resources but on the power of the living
God in our midst to transform the world. The
Spirit brings insight, compassion, comfort and
joy to our lives, not by turning our backs on
suffering and evil, but through the celebration
of the liberating presence and revolutionary
promises of God to redeem the world.

Pentecost reminds us the Church exists to
herald and proclaim the Gospel to the world.
Our primary concern must always be with
outsiders, people who have not yet come to
know the presence of Christ nor the gift of the
Spirit.

To appreciate this gift of faith is to be
a mystic — and to live this faith is to be
missionary. Pentecost was not a one-off event.
Rather, Pentecost is the ongoing experience
of the movement of the Holy Spirit in our
world calling us to the ever-deepening, always
surprising, realisation that God is with us, God
is in us, and God works through us. And so, we
pray: “Come Holy Spirit”.

Gerard Hall SM
© Majellan Media 2024



